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ENGLISH 1 091 G, COMPOSITION AND LANGUAGE, HONORS 
Fall 2002 
OFFICE 
Dr. Angela Vietto / Email: cfarv@eiu.edu / Office Phone: 581-6293 
3345 Coleman Hall 
OFFICE HOURS 
CLASS WEB SITE 
INTRODUCTION 
MWF 1-2; T 11-1:30; and by appointment 
http:/ /www.uxl.eiu.edu/-cfarv /1091.html 
English 1091 or 1001 is a required course for EIU students. This might not be surprising to you, since most of 
you probably attended a high school that required English every year. You might find, however, that studying 
English in college is somewhat different than it was in high school. 
You may even find that some of what we study in this class will contradict things that earlier teachers have taught 
you about writing. That's because in college writing classes we take off the training wheels. Instead of just 
learning "rules" about writing, in this course we study how to make good decisions about writing, based on the 
purpose and audience for our writing. 
lf I could teach you on!J one thing in this course, it would be exact!J that: The most important principle ef good writing is to make 
every decision based on the reason you 're writing and the needs and interests ef the readers you are writingfor. 
OBJECTIVES 
This course is designed to help you develop and improve the writing skills that will allow you to communicate 
effectively in future college courses, in your future career, and in your life as a citizen and member of a 
community. Specifically, the course aims to help you learn to 
• Develop a central idea so that paragraphs, sentences, and words all contribute to one overall purpose 
• Understand and use the various stages of the writing process 
• Organize material effectively 
• Use and document research materials 
• Write clearly, economically, and precisely, using standard written English 
• Develop critical reading and listening skills 
• Become a better editor of your own writing 
TEXTS 
Dock, The Press ef!deas 
Llght, Making the Most ef College 
OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS 
• Two 3 % x 5 inch floppy disks, devoted solely to this class and labeled with your name, my name, and 
"English 1091 Fall 2002" 
• A pocket folder devoted to saving your returned papers 
DISABILITY INFORMATION 
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodation, please contact the Office 
of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible. 
ATTENDANCE POLICY 
I will not penalize you for missing class in itself. 
It will be to your benefit, however, to attend class as regularly as possible. Indeed, the best advice I can give you 
for earning the grade you desire in this class is to attend every class session, ask questions whenever you have 
them, and consult with me in my office whenever you think it would help. 
Excuses are necessary only when you wish to make up work (see the policy on late work below). 
DEADLINES, LA TE WORK, MAKING UP WORK 
Homework and papers are due in class (or before class) on the date specified. 
According to the University's regulations (see the 2002-2003 catalog, p. 52), "Instructors will grant make-up 
privileges (when make-up is possible) to students for properly verified absences due to illness, emergency, or 
participation in an official University activity .... It is the student's responsibility to initiate plans for make-up 
work and to complete it promptly." 
Proper!J verified means that someone other than you needs to verify (preferably in writing) the illness, emergency, or 
official University activity that made you miss class. 
Work that is not turned in on time because of any other kind of absence will not be accepted except by special 
petition. (See me for details on the petition process.) Quizzes, peer reviews, or in-class writings that are missed 
due to an unexcused absence may not be made up. 
However, if you tum in your homework BEFORE the class period when it is due, it will be accepted even if you 
miss class. 
PARTICIPATION 
I define participation as your active involvement in making classroom time a learning experience for yourself and 
the rest of the class. Participation (as defined in this class) includes regularly taking part in class discussions, 
completing in-class writings and peer reviews, and willingness to take part in other class activities (such as 
demonstrations). Participation is graded on both quantity and quality. 
Behavior that demonstrates a lack of interest in making classroom time a learning experience (such as sleeping 
during a class discussion or arriving to class late) can deduct from your overall participation grade. 
ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 
·····----------·-·--····-·----···--·--------.. -··-----L--··-------·---·--·--·---···--•--····-----------···-··--···--···--··----···---··---;-----·--··-····-·-----·····--··----····-·····--··-·-·-········-··• 
To pass English 1091G, you must have a grade of A, B, or Cat the end of the semester. Anything below 
constitutes a grade of "NC" (no credit) and will result in you having to retake the course. (An "NC" is not 
factored into your GP A.) 
OFFICE HOURS AND CONFERENCES 
The best thing you can do to help yourself succeed academically in college is to meet with your instructors one-
on-one outside class. Please know that I am willing and happy to meet with you outside of class. 
You do not need to make an appointment to come and talk to me during office hours. I will be in my office 
during my stated office hours, waiting to meet with students. 
You DO need to make an appointment to see me at other times. Please feel free to talk to me after class or by 
email to arrange a meeting time that is convenient for you. 
\Vhen we have a mandatory conference (one-on-one meeting), I will ask you to sign up for a time in class. 
Failure to schedule a mandatory conference or to attend a scheduled conference without notifying me and 
rescheduling will significantly affect your participation grade. 
SAVING YOUR FILES 
Save your @es. Save them all. 
Save your @es on 1WO floppy disks, whether you are working at home or in the ETIC. 
Also save your @es on the hard drive in the ETIC when you are working there, and if you have your own 
computer, save them on the hard drive of your computer. 
A bad floppy disk is not an acceptable excuse for not having a paper or homework when it is due. 
Not unless a tidal wave swept away your computer and both your floppy disks. 
KEEPING YOUR PAPERS 
Keep all your papers until the end of the semester. You will need them for future assignments. 
ELECTRONIC WRITING PORTFOLIO 
First-year students are required to submit a paper to their electronic writing portfolio from either this course or 
English 1092/1002. I strongly encourage you to make a submission to the EWP by the end of this semester. 
More information can be found on the class web site. 
THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT'S STATEMENT ON PLAGIARISM 
"Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism-'The appropriation or imitation of the language, ideas, and/ or 
thoughts of another author, and representation of them as one's original work' (Random House Dictionary of the 
English Language)-has the right and the responsibility to impose upon the guilty student an appropriate penalty, 
up to and including immediate assignments, of a grade of F for the assigned essay and a grade of F for the course, 
and to report the incident to the Judicial Affairs Office." 
MY STATEMENT ON PLAGIARISM 
Early in the semester, we will discuss plagiarism and complete an exercise to ensure that you understand how to 
avoid it. After that point, I will not accept anyone's claim that "I didn't understand!" If I discover an act of 
plagiarism (or any other academic misconduct), all of the appropriate penalties will be applied. Why? Because I 
believe that universities should not harbor or condone dishonesty; because plagiarists are not learning anything 
and therefore are subverting the purpose of taking the class; because it is not fair to other students to allow 
plagiarists to earn passing grades; and because academic dishonesty is an affront to my own commitment to 
higher education. 
SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
When reading has been assigned, bring the book in which reading was assigned to class. 
MAug26 In class: Introductions 
(ETIC) 
For next time: Read syllabus and Light, chapter 1 (pp. 1-12). 
WAug28 In class: Introductions continued; discuss Light. 
(ETIC) 
For next time: Read Light, chapter 2 (pp. 13-23) and write 1-page response. 
FAug30 In class: Discuss Light/your responses 
(ETIC) 
For next time: Read Light, chapter 3 (pp. 23-44) and write 1-page response. 
MSept2 LABOR DAY OBSERVED-No Class 
WSept4 In class: Discuss Light/your responses. Assign Field Report. 
(classroom) 
For next time: Read Light, chapter 4 (pp. 45-80) and write 1-page response. 
F Sept 6 In class: Discuss Light/your responses 
(classroom) 
For next time: Read Light, chapter 5 (pp. 81-103) and write 1-page response. 
MSept 9 In class: Discuss Light/your responses 
(ETIC) 
For next time: Read Light, chapter 6 (pp. 104-128) and write 1-page response. 
WSept 11 No class: Conferences Wednesda}!: and Thursda)'.. 
(ETIC) Work on research for Field Renort 
F Sept 13 In class: Discuss Light/your responses 
(ETIC) 
For next time: Read Light, chapter 7 (pp. 129-159) and write 1-page response. 
MSept 16 In class: Discuss Light/your responses 
(classroom) 
For next time: Read Light, chapter 8 (pp. 160-189) and write 1-page response. 
W Sept 18 In class: Discuss Light/your responses 
(classroom) 
For next time: Read Light, chapter 9 (pp. 190-216) and write 1-page response. 
F Sept 20 In class: Discuss Light/ discuss Higher Education Research Paper. 
(classroom) 
For next time: Brainstorm and make a list of possible topics for Research Paper. 
MSept23 In class: Discussion of possible topics/theses for Research Paper. 
(ETIC) 
For next time: Finish Field Report. 
WSept25 In class: Peer reviews of Field Report. 
(ETIC) 
For next time: Self-evaluation and revision of Field Report. 
.. 
F Sept 27 In class: ** Field Report due. Work time for topic memo for Research Paper 1 (to be 
(ETIC) turned in at the end of class). 
For next time: Begin research. 
MSept30 In class: Topic memos returned. Discussion of research methods. 
(classroom) 
For next time: Continue research. 
WOct2 In class: Oral presentations of field reports. 
(classroom) 
For next time: Prepare to report on your research so far. 
FOct4 In class: Discussion of research progress, thesis statements, etc. 
(classroom) 
For next time: Complete research and draft Research Paper. 
MOct7 In class: Complete draft of Research Paper due. Peer review (outlining, content) 
(ETIC) 
For next time: Self-evaluation and revise for organization 
WOct9 In class: Peer review (style) 
(ETIC) 
For next time: Self-evaluation and revise for style. 
F Oct 11 In class: **Final Draft of Research Paper due. 
(ETIC) 
For next time: Read in Dock, Cohen, pp. 222-228 
MOct 14 In class: Discuss Cohen 
(classroom) 
For next time: Read in Dock, Chideya, pp. 228-240 
WOct16 In class: Discuss Chideya 
(classroom) 
For next time: Read in Dock, Massing, pp. 240-248 
F Oct 18 FALL BREAK-No Class 
MOct21 In class: Discuss Massing 
(ETIC) 
For next time: Make a list of tentative topics for Media Analysis 
WOct23 No Class-Conferences Tuesday:, Wednesday:, Thursday:. 
(ETIC) 
F Oct 25 In class: Begin research 
(ETIC) 
For next time: Read in Dock, Collins pp. 472-481 
MOct28 In class: Discuss Collins 
(classroom) 
For next time: Read in Dock, Faludi, pp. 248-262 
WOct30 In class: Discuss Faludi 
(classroom) 
For next time: Read in Dock, Sommers, pp. 262-268 
.. 
FNov 1 In class: Discuss Sommers 
(classroom) 
For next time: Finish researching, draft Media Analysis 
MNov4 In class: Time to work on Media Analysis. 
(ETIC) 
For next time: Finish drafting Media Analysis. 
WNov6 In class: **Draft of Media Analysis due. Peer outlining. 
(ETIC) 
For next time: Self-evaluation and revise for organization. 
FNov8 In class: Peer review (style). 
(ETIC) 
For next time: Revise Media Analysis. Final draft due Monday. Also select 2 readings in 
Dock that interest you and deal with a topic you might be interested in writing about. 
Bring titles with you to class on Monday. 
MNovll **Final version of Media Analysis due. Selection of readings for rest of semester. 
(classroom) 
For next time: Reading/writing assignment TBA. 
WNov13 Discuss readings. Reading/writing assignment TBA. 
(classroom) 
FNov 15 Discuss readings. Reading/writing assignment TBA. 
(classroom) 
MNov18 Discuss readings. Reading/writing assignment TBA. 
(ETIC) 
WNov20 Discuss readings. Reading/writing assignment TBA. 
(ETIC) 
FNov 22 Discuss readings. Reading/writing assignment TBA. 
(ETIC) 
Nov 25-29 THANKSGIVING RECESS-No Class 
MDec2 Discuss readings. Reading/writing assignment TBA. 
(classroom) 
WDec4 Discuss readings. Reading/writing assignment TBA. 
(classroom) 
FDec6 Selection of short essay(s) to revise and expand for Capstone Essay. 
(classroom) 
For next time: BeP:in Capstone Essay. 
MDec9 In class: Time to work on Capstone Essay. 
(ETIC) 
WDec 11 In class: Time to work on Capstone Essay. 
(ETIC) 
F Dec 13 **Capstone Essa)!: due in class. 
(ETIC) 
No final exam. 
